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Current Projects:
To volunteer for existing
project or suggest a project
click here.
• Peer to Peer Mentorship
• Oral History

Events:
• My Greek Table: Greek
Food Through the Ages,
Boston (February)
• National Hellenic Museum
Gala, Chicago (May)
NHS Corner

Updates
A Word from your
National Co-Chairs
Announcements and
Housekeeping:
 In an effort to continue to
leverage the pool of talent
within the HGA in roles of
best fit, we are excited to
announce a few changes:
 John Banas will be joining
Dimitri Roumeliotis as NY
Regional Co-Chair;
 Elizabeth Tzagournis will
be joining Bobby Kamaris
as LA Co-Chair;
 Christina Batis, PA
Regional Co-Chair;
 Nick Irmen and Andrea
Krantz Greater Mid-West
Regional Co-Chairs;
 Tabitha Nicolas, Nicole
Vournazos, Lexi
Nikolopouolos, Michaela
Widen, Paul Markakis, and
Dimitri Roumeliotis will
now be serving on NHS
Sub-Committees

 Upcoming National Event:
National Hellenic Museum
Gala and National Hellenic
Society Board Meeting.
Keep an eye out for more
information.
 Please attend our monthly
working session call, see
the portal for the minutes
of the meeting and dial in
information.
 Help Wanted: Agorawonderful opportunity to
connect with other alumni
and NHS members while
working on transferable
skills applicable in all
careers.
 Help Wanted: Google
Grant- learn one of the
leading platforms for
advertising and manage
$10k/month. Great
experience for the resume!
Noël Giglio & Austin Cooke
National Co- Chair

Please join us in giving them
a warm welcome!
 The HGAN Portal now has
our Control and Procedure
Document, Quick
Reference Guide, and other
helpful tools! Please check
out the portal for resources.
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NHS Spotlight- Behind the
Scenes
An Interview with Vicki Georges
Vicki Georges is an Executive Assistant at the
National Hellenic Society (NHS), where she
is a valuable staff member. She resides in the
Washington, DC area, and in addition to
working at NHS, she is currently pursuing
her Master of Arts in Museum Studies at
George Washington University. Vicki is very
involved in her local community
and is an active member in the
local Greek dance troupe,
Byzantio Greek Dance and
Cultural Arts Program.
How did you get involved with
NHS?
I wanted to break into the nonprofit field to correlate with what
I am studying in graduate school
to the real world, and one of my
roommates, at the time, found
the job advertisement for the Executive
Assistant position at NHS. The stars
definitely aligned and fell into place, and the
rest is history!
The mission of the NHS is to preserve
Greek heritage. As an integral member of
the organization, you are involved with all
programming and outreach in furtherance
of this mission. What program or event do
you find most inspiring and why?
I would have to say it is a tie between the
Heritage Greece (HG) Program and The
Greek Guide to Greatness series (GGG). The
Heritage Greece Program offers the
opportunity for college students to connect
with their roots and heritage by exploring
Greece – many for the first time. How can
you top that connection? Having the Heritage
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Greece Alumni Network is such an asset and
interacting with the group is such a great
experience, it is really a wonderful
opportunity for all of the HG alumni to be
able to connect with NHS members through
mentorship. The Greek Guide to
Greatness series is so well-done, and I think
it is a wonderful supplement for the
classroom in order to connect Hellenic ideals
and heritage to the modern-day. I actually
designed an exhibit for a graduate school
project based upon GGG. There is definitely
an opportunity to branch the series out even
further!
Where in Greece is your family
from?
My dad’s side of the family is
from Thessaloniki/the Kozani
area, and my mom’s family is
from Kos. A bit of mainland and
a bit of island – the best of both
worlds!
You are pursuing a degree in
Museum Studies. What about
this field appeals to you?
I have always been interested in visiting
museums for as long as I can remember.
When I was younger, I used to be obsessed
with learning about the Titanic (random, I
know) and ancient Egypt. Growing up near
Philadelphia and having grandparents live
right outside of the city, I frequently visited
the museums there. If it was my birthday or if
I found out a special exhibit opened up that
particularly interested me, you could bet
where I wanted to go. There was a point in
my undergraduate career where I was
debating about law school and going into the
museum field, and I ended up going with my
heart and my passion; museums. I have a
deep passion for learning about history
because at the end of the day, how can you
know your present or effectively understand
your future unless you are aware of your
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past? The topic of the Holocaust has
resonated with me since first being
introduced to the atrocity in eighth grade, and
I have interned several times at the United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum in
Washington, DC. Along with being
passionate about history, I believe working in
a museum is also about advocacy.
Not only do you compete with your dance
troupe, but you have also taught Greek
dancing lessons. What tips do you have for
anyone who wants to Greek dance at
events but they are just a beginner?
To just have fun! At the end of the day, that
is what dancing is all about – a way to
express yourself. You don’t have to go to the
front of the line and “show off,” but even just
gathering up the courage to join the line is
great and an accomplishment to be proud of.
Like anything, practice makes perfect and
having fun with your friends and family at
events is a great way to start feeling more
comfortable. You can also take my workshop
at Heritage Weekend & Classic if you want
to hone in your dance skills and build up
some confidence!
What advice do you have for young
professionals or students wanting to get
more involved with their local
communities or non-profits? Everybody
tells me that I won’t be making a lot of
money, but at the end of the day you have to
choose the career path that your heart tells
you. I’ve received a lot of good advice
regarding this topic, especially from my dad,
he says that we should wake up in the
morning being excited to go to work – not
dread it. That resonates with me and is why I
want to pursue what I’m passionate about and
not just about what will hit the bank. Another
piece of advice is to intern! It is a great
opportunity to get experience in the field and
set yourself apart from other people who
apply for the same jobs as you, as well as to
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determine if this is the career path that you
feel is best for you. Experimenting and
changing your mind is definitely ok – not
everybody immediately knows what college
major or career path they want to pursue.

What’s New?
Daniel Ghyczy,
Esq.
HG 2011
Daniel passed the
July 2017 California
Bar exam and was
admitted to practice
in November 2017.
Congratulations,
Dan, on becoming a
member of the bar!
Dan graduated from
Loyola Law School, in Los Angeles, in
May 2017. He is working for Maranga
Morgenstern in Los Angeles and focusing his
practice in Civil Litigation Defense with a
specialization in high-exposure trucking
litigation.
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Nicole Vournazos
HG 2010

Nicole Vournazos,
a Googler in CA,
has taken a new
role at Google. She
is working as a
program manager
in hardware engineering, designing new
systems to track the engineering product
development process. Nicole was previously
an Analyst at Google, working on the Cloud.
She is very excited about her new role
saying, “It looks like a great team and a lot of
fun!”
Please let us know what is new with you so we
can share it with the group! Contact us here.

Op Ed: “Greek Heritage
Night at TD Garden”

culture. We were also lucky to see basketball
phenomenon Giannis Antetokounmpo of the
Milwaukie Bucks, known by fans as “The Greek
Freak.” The stands were an ocean of blue and
white, with dozens of flags displayed proudly
throughout the night. In attendance were several
NHS members, most notably, NHS Boston CoChair, Costa Sideridis. Mr. Sideridis led the
committee that made this event possible. Thirteen
Heritage Greece alumni traveled from across the
east coast to be together for the game.
Prior to the NBA game, Eirini Tornesaki sang the
National Anthem and the halftime performance
featured the Sons and Daughters of Alexander the
Great, who performed Greek dances in traditional
dress. Although Milwaukee lost 100-111,
Antetokounmpo had an extraordinary
performance, earning 40 points, 9 rebounds, and
4 assists. The energy and pride felt throughout the
stadium was a true testament to the power of
Greek culture to bring us together. Giannis
Antetokounmpo expressed his appreciation for
the tremendous show of Greek support with a
post-game Tweet:

Photo: Heritage Greece alumni (left to right)
Evania Sempeles, Victoria Raschi, and Alexandra
Papoutsis.
Boston’s second annual Greek Heritage Night
took place at TD Garden on December 4, 2017, at
the Boston Celtics vs. Milwaukee Bucks NBA
game. Over 2,000 Greek Americans attended,
turning the game into a celebration of Greek
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By: Lexi Nikolopoulos; HG 2015
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from their siblings, these donations can mean
the world- helping to boost their self-esteem
and giving them hope for a brighter future.”
She collaborated with Pittsburgh based foster
care organizations to improve the lives of
foster children raising 200+ of pairs of shoes
and over $3,000. Ypapanti Presentation of
Christ Greek Orthodox Church and
Pittsburgh’s Holy Cross Greek Orthodox
Church made generous contributions, all
matched by Christina’s employer, BNY
Mellon. The collective generosity helps kids
to “walk in confidence” all year long.

Op Ed: Shoe Benefit

Op Ed: New York Event

The U.S. foster care system is home to over
400,000 children many of whom have
entered the system with few or no
possessions of their own. While foster
parents are provided a stipend to cover basic
needs, it is often not enough to cover all
necessities.
The Ticket to Dream Foundation, a
recognized 501(c)3 non-profit, was launched
in December 2015 to make a positive impact
on the lives of thousands of foster children in
need. The program is designed to provide
both in-kind and monetary contributions to
non-profit foster care organizations.
A 2011 Heritage Greece Alumna held her
second annual collection drive for donations
of new shoes in any size or style. Christina
said, “Most of the kids have never had a new
pair of shoes to call their own, accustomed to
only “hammy downs.” For children who have
lost their families or have been separated
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The New York NHS Chapter, together with
New York Heritage Greece alumni, recently
hosted a dinner and film night for Heritage
Greece alumni and friends. The group met
for dinner at the Greek Kitchen followed by a
showing of the New York Greek Film
Festival’s “The Boy on the Bridge” at the
New York Institute of Technology.
This was the 11th year of the New York
Greek Film Festival, which shows films
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produced by Greek filmmakers. The New
York Greek Film Festival is supported by the
Greek National Tourism Foundation and the
Consulate General of Greece in New York,
along with Greek cultural groups including
the Onassis Foundation. This year, total
turnout was over 6,000 people across the two
week span of films. Our group saw the film
“The Boy on the Bridge” which was about a
Cypriot boy who found himself in the middle
of a murder investigation in his village and
uncovered secrets that changed his life
forever.

This event was shared on the recently created
public Facebook page @HGNYAlum, and
will showcase events in our region.

By: Dimitri Roumeliotis
HG 2015
New York Chapter HG Co-Chair

Op-Ed: HWAC Event

The film presented a different view of
cinematography than some of us are used to
in Hollywood films, exposing us to an
additional aspect of Greek culture through
inherently relatable characters. The dinner
and film brought together Heritage Greece
alumnae from the 2014-2017 classes and also
featured friends from other Greek
organizations in New York which our chapter
is interested in partnering with in the future.
We were encouraged by the turnout and hope
to continue the momentum by increasing
connectivity in the New York region around
NHS/Heritage Greece topics.
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A few months ago, I was fortunate
enough to attend the Hellenic American
Women’s Council’s (HAWC) Annual
Conference. HAWC is a nationwide network
whose mission is to identify and harness the
tremendous talents of Hellenic American
women. HAWC’s goal is to empower
members and assist them to assume leadership
positions in the nation, communities, and
respective fields of endeavor. HWAC works
towards this mission by focusing on education
and networking, both of which were
emphasized at the conference. Among
HAWC’s membership are impressive, strong,
and dedicated women, many of whom
attended the conference. The air was filled
with a fresh feeling of female motivation,
leadership, and empowerment.
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There were three panelists each very
inspiring and influential. One of the panelists
was our very own Noël Demetria Giglio,
HGAN National Co-Chair and 2013 Heritage
Greece Alumna. Noël is in-house Legal
Counsel at
Philips
North
America.
She focuses
her practice
on
antibribery and
anticorruption in the healthcare-medical device
space. Among her responsibilities, is
managing the US healthcare compliance
acquisition work-stream from due diligence to
integration, which was the focus of her
presentation. As an attorney, she spoke about
the behind the scenes preparation and factors
evaluated when buying and selling a start-up
business. It was an amazing atmosphere to be
surrounded by so many female Greek leaders
and to be able to support Noël. This was the
first HG event that I have attended other than
the actual trip, it was a 5 minute walk from my
college campus and it really proved to me that
HG and NHS are everywhere. I was interested
in attending this event because as a woman in
the arts, it is easy to feel overlooked, but
attending this conference was a great reminder
and boost to my confidence reinforcing that
women are getting the recognition that they
deserve. I am also currently minoring in
entrepreneurship, so I knew the conference
would be relevant to my studies.
The other two panelists were very
informative as well, Giorgos Zacharia, CTO
of Kayak, and Andrew Demakis, Director of
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Foodservices at Old Neighborhood Foods.
Giorgios was an inspirational speaker! Not
only did I learn a lot about when to purchase
airline tickets, but he is a classic example of
coming from a big family and working hard.
Andrew Demakis provided a different
perspective as a Director at a family business
in the food industry that got its start with
loukaniko, deeply rooted in their Greek
culture. Although I’m a vegetarian so I don’t
eat loukaniko, it was a great reference to
illustrate the importance of education, family,
and hard work.
All three panelists conveyed the two
foundational pillars of HAWC, education and
networking, very well. I was not only inspired
by the panelists but by the women who
attended the event, leaving me with hope that
I can become a leader as well.

By: Victoria Raschi
HG 2017
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